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Acknowledgement of Country
Ipswich State High School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands, seas,

skies and waterways from across Queensland. We pay our respects to the Jagera,
Yuggera and Ugarapul People who are the traditional custodians of the land in which
our campus lays. We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging, for
they hold the memories, traditions, the culture and hopes of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander peoples. 



Dear Parents and Carers,

At Ipswich State High School, we hold a steadfast commitment
to our core values that shape every facet of our institution:
inclusion, well-being, academic integrity, and preparation for
entering the workforce.

We believe that diversity is a strength, and every individual
who walks through our doors is an essential part of our school
community. Our commitment to inclusion ensures that each
student is respected, valued, and provided with an
environment in which they can flourish academically, socially,
and emotionally.

The well-being of our students is of paramount importance. We
understand that a supportive and nurturing atmosphere is
fundamental to effective learning. Our dedicated well-being
programs and student support services are designed to
address the holistic needs of our students, promoting both
mental and emotional health.

Upholding the principles of respect and responsibility are
integral to educational success at Ipswich State High School.
Our students are encouraged to uphold the highest standards
of academic integrity, both in their studies and in their
interactions with peers and educators.

Education is not solely about acquiring knowledge; it is also
about developing skills and competencies that prepare
students for success beyond the classroom. Our curriculum is
designed to equip students with the critical thinking, problem-
solving, and collaboration skills that are essential in today's
rapidly changing world. We are dedicated to nurturing
graduates who are not only academically capable but also
well-prepared for their future careers.

As you navigate this guide, consider the enduring impact of the
choices students make during these formative years. Each
subject selection is a stepping stone toward your student's
academic growth. At Ipswich State High School, we are here to
guide, support, and challenge students as they embark on this
exciting journey of self-discovery and learning.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child's educational
journey. I encourage you to explore the opportunities within
these pages and to approach this process with thoughtfulness
and enthusiasm.

Sincerely,
The Executive Team
Ipswich State High School

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE



OUR VISION

Equity and Excellence is our plan for every state
school student, focusing on educational
achievement, wellbeing and engagement, and
culture and inclusion. We want parents,
communities – and most importantly students – to
know that we will give them every possible
opportunity to succeed.

Education Queensland
Strategic Focus 'Equity and
Excellence'. (2023)

Years 7 to 10 play an integral role in
shaping a student's academic pathway.

These formative years are crucial for
building a strong foundation that

fosters the growth of each individual
student.  At Ipswich State High School,

we are committed to providing an
enriching curriculum that empowers

our students to thrive in a dynamic and
rapidly evolving world.

Our alignment with The Australian
Curriculum underscores the
significance of laying a solid

educational groundwork during the
junior years. It acknowledges that a

robust foundation not only prepares
students for senior studies but also

equips them with skills to navigate the
complexities of modern life. 

In alignment with Education Queensland's
'Equity and Excellence' strategic vision,

Ipswich State High School is dedicated to
offering a diverse array of subjects that
cater for different learning styles and
aptitudes. We pride ourselves on the
inclusive nature of our educational

programs. Wherever you come from,
whatever your skillset, whatever you want
to do in life - there is a place for you @ISH. 

We recognize the work undertaken in Years
7 to 10 as a pivotal phase in a student's

academic journey. Through a rich variety of
subjects and disciplines with expert

teaching staff we aim to empower our
students to become lifelong learners,

critical thinkers, and responsible global
citizens. As you explore this guide,

remember that the choices made during
these years are the building blocks of a

successful future.



In Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 the timetable will consist of a variety of core subjects
and electives. This is designed to fulfill the mandatory requirements of the

Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Framework while still allowing
flexibility for our students to select subjects in areas where they have an
established interest or passion. We believe that engagement is the key to

success, and as such, we invite our students to make elective subject choices
from their first year in High School which foster their passions and allow

them to take ownership over their interests in an academic and practical way. 

Our subject offerings are decided through a combination of the availability of
our subject-specific and multi-faceted staff as well as the trends of our
student interest through the years. We are pleased with the variety of

subjects we are able to offer at Ipswich State High School. 

Subject Changes
 Any student wishing to change subjects after selection can apply to do so
within the frst two weeks of term by completing a subject change form. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT
1 HUNTER ST, BRASSALL QLD 4305

Reception - (07) 3813 4488
Enrolments - (07) 3813 4461

Finance (Tues & Thurs) - (07) 3813 4462
Principal: Kathryn Todd

principal@ipswichshs.eq.edu.au 

Deputy Principal: Year 7 Sarah Lake 
slake27@eq.edu.au 

Deputy Principal: Year 8 Rex Betrand
 rbert3@eq.edu.au       

 
Deputy Principal: Year 9 Penny Worthington

pjwor0@eq.edu.au 

Deputy Principal: Year 10 & 11 Shannon Wellings
 swell111@eq.edu.au 

Deputy Principal: Year 12 Andrew Want
awant2@eq.edu.au 



YEAR 7
Required subjects
In Year 7 students must complete a full year’s study of Mathematics, English, Science and Humanities.
Additionally, students will complete one semester of Health and Physical Education (HPE) and Japanese.
HPE and Japanese alternate between semesters, with half the students taking HPE in Semester 1 and Japanese
in Semester 2, while the other half follows the reverse sequence. This rotation ensures that all students cover
both subjects during their studies.

Required Electives
Students must complete one semester each of arts and technologies electives. From the arts they will study one
of Performing Arts Taster (Drama, Dance, Music) or Visual Art. From technologies they will study one of
Food and Fibre Productions, Digital Technologies, Design and Technology or Business Studies

Our goal is to place students in their first preference of these subjects. 

Elective
Students will complete one special interest elective subject (2x lessons per week). They will study one of: 

Arts in the Community
 Future Tech
 Engineering for the Future
 Hair, Fashion and Styling ($)(PoE)
 Girls’ Football Excellence Program ($)(PoE)
 Japanese Extension
 High Performance Dance (PoE)
 Netball
 High Performance Rugby League ($)(PoE)
 Soccer
 Modern Chef
 Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths – STEM (PoE)
 Basketball
 Theatre Showcase
 Auslan

All elective subjects are dependent on sufficient numbers of students selecting them. If a subject
does not attract the minimum number of students required, that subject will not be offered. In this
case, students will be notified as soon as possible and will be asked to select another subject.
 
Students who enrol late, or who submit late forms, may not be able to be enrolled in their chosen
subjects because of normal class size restrictions. 

(POE) INDICATES A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE WHERE STUDENTS MUST MEET PERFORMANCE CRITERIA TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR THE SUBJECT. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOR INFORMATION.
 
($) INDICATES THAT THE SUBJECT COMES WITH AN ASSOCIATED COST. SCHOOL AND SUBJECT FEES MUST BE
PAID OR A CURRENT PAYMENT PLAN NEEDS TO BE IN PLACE TO ENSURE STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE PROGRAM. 



YEAR 7
Subject Information by Faculty Area

Mathematics 
Maths 

English 
English 

Science 
Science 
S.T.E.M 

Humanities & Languages 
Humanities 
Japanese 
Japanese Extension 
Auslan 

Health and Physical Education 
HPE 
Soccer 
Netball 
Basketball 
Rugby League (Boys & Girls) 

Home Economics 
Food and Fibre Production 
Modern Chef
Hair, Fashion and Styling

Design and Technologies 
Design and Technologies 
Digital Technology 
Engineering the Future 
Future Technology

The Arts
Performing Arts Taster (Music, Dance and Drama) 
Visual Art 
Arts in the Community 
Theatre Showcase 
High Performance Dance

Business
Business Studies 

 

8

9

10
11

12
13
13
14

15
15
16
16
16

17
17
17

18
18
19

20
20
21
21
22

23

19



YEAR 7 - MATHEMATICS

Maths
Head of Department: Mycha Woodward – mxwoo5@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1:
In this unit students will use the 4 operations to solve problems
involving fractions, decimals and integers (positive and negative
numbers).
Unit 2:
In this unit students will represent decimals, fractions and
percentages in varying representation to assist with calculations.
They will model solving practical problems, in financial and other
contexts

Number Exam
 
Number Exam 

Two 

Unit 3:
In this unit students will calculate the area and volume of various
shapes, demonstrating their ability to apply formulas. Students will
demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between angles
and the sum of angles in triangles.
Unit 4:
In this unit students will create an algorithm, designed to sort and
classify polygons. Students will use coordinate planes to describe
transformations and represent 2D objects. 

Measurement
Assignment
 
Geometry Portfolio

Three 

Unit 5:
In this unit students will be able to represent numbers in various
forms, including expanded form, and as prime factors using index
notation. Students will make connections between square numbers
and square roots to solve problems.
Unit 6:
Students will be able to represent patterns algebraic and solve for
unknown values.

Algebra Exam
 
Algebra Portfolio

Four 

Unit 7:
In this unit students will be investigating probability-based
experiments. They will conduct single step experiments can predict
the outcomes for relative events.
Unit 8:
In this unit students will conduct statistical investigation. Students
will create appropriate data displays and interpret the data using a
variety of techniques. 

Probability Portfolio
 
Data Assignment



YEAR 7 - ENGLISH

English
Head of Department: Sam Jaswinsky – sljas0cmcca78@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1: Getting to Know you 
This unit focuses on introducing students to English in
high school through their own experiences and opinions. 

Reflective Writing

Two Unit 2: Telling Stories
This unit focuses on exploring descriptive writing in stories
learning how to immerse readers in their make-believe world.

Imaginative Writing 

Three 
Unit 3: Save the Environment
This unit focuses on exploring persuasive language and how
to convince others of your point of view through the lens of
environmental issues.

Persuasive Speech

Four 
Unit 4: Expressing Emotion and Experiences
This unit focuses on how authors use figurative language to
express their emotions and experiences, learning to
deconstruct and explain choices that authors make. 

Informative Writing



YEAR 7 - SCIENCE

Science
Head of Department: Shannon Walsh – swals60@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Introduction to the laboratory
In this introductory unit students will learn about the laboratory
and how to safety conduct experiments
Unit 2: Forces and simple machines
This unit dleves into how forces imact the world around us.
nvestigating the effects of applying different forces to familiar
objects of the same and different mass dents will investigate how
simple machines such as levers and pulleys are used to change the
magnitude of force needed to perform a task

Student
Experimental
Investigation

Two 

Unit 3: Chemistry-Separation Anxiety
This unit investigates mixtures, including solutions, pure
substances and a range of separation techniques. Students
consider everyday applications of the separation techniques and
relate their use in a variety of occupations. Students will plan and
conduct investigations into the separation of mixtures and use
their data to draw conclusions. 

Examination
Student Exprimental
Investigation

Three 

Unit 4: Earth Science- Earth in Space 
This unit investigates the importance of seasons and eclipses and
how they are determined by the relative position of the Earth, Sun
and Moon. Students will study gravity, tides and orbits. 
 
Students will cover the topics of:
Stars, constellations, planets and dwarf planets
Gravity, tides and orbits
Day & night
Seasons
Comets, asteroids & meteoroids

Research
Investigation

Four 

Unit 5: Biology
In this unit students observe and identify the similarities and
differences within and between groups of organisms. They
use these features to create and modify a dichotomous key to
classify organisms into groups and groups within groups. 
Students will also analyse food webs to show feeding
relationships between organisms in an ecosystem. They will
use their understanding of food webs to predict he effects on
local ecosystems when living things such pollinators or
predators are removed from or die out in an area

Examination

mailto:swals60@eq.edu.au


YEAR 7 - SCIENCE
S.T.E.M 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: How do we solve problems in STEM? 
Students will learn how to apply different STEM thinking strategies
to solve real-world problems. Computational thinking, design
thinking as well as mathematical modelling will be explored and
practically applied in this unit. 

Collection of work

Two 

Unit 2: Robotics 
Students will develop skills in programming using a range of
platforms to this includes a range platform to solve tasks from
simple to complex multi-step tasks. Skills learnt in this unit will be
applied in other units throughout the course 

Mini Project Journal

Three 

Unit 3: Blast Off- Investigating rocket launch angles 
Students build and test a simple rocket device to demonstrate their
understanding of energy and forces. They analyse ways to produce
designed solutions through selecting and combining characteristics
and properties of materials, systems, components, tools and
equipment. Data acquired from testing the rockets will be
evaluated to determine authenticity, accuracy. Project will be
presented as a presentation to the class. 

Project

Four 

Unit 4: Space Rovers 
Students will investigate how science and technology combine to
make space travel possible. They will look at how we land on
moons and planets and what keep the mars rover moving across
the surface of Mars. Students will use coding and robotics to
design, program and test their own prototype Mars rover. 

Project 

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Follow STEM specific Health and Safety procedures at all times
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfil all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 7

Humanities
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 

Civics & Citizenship
In Year 7, students study the key features of democracy and Australia’s
federal system of government, and explore how values shape our
democracy. Students learn about the key features and principles of
Australia’s legal system. They look at how the rights of individuals are
protected through the legal system, which aims to provide justice.
Students also explore how Australia’s secular system of government
supports a diverse society with shared values that promote community
cohesion.

Project - Political
Poster

Two 

Geography
The Year 7 curriculum involves the study of 2 sub-strands.
Water in the world 
Focuses on the many uses of water, the ways it is perceived and valued,
and the hazards associated with environmental processes. Students
examine the distribution of its different forms as a resource, its varying
availability in time and across space, and its scarcity. They also explore
the ways water connects and changes places as it moves through the
environment, and the impact of water-related hazards on human-
environment relationships.
Place and liveability 
Focuses on the factors that influence liveability, how it is perceived, and
the idea that places provide us with the services and facilities needed to
support and enhance our lives. Students examine the distribution of
these spaces, and how they are planned and managed by people. They
also consider the ways that the liveability of a place is enhanced and how
sustainability is managed.

Investigation - Field
Report

Three 

History – Deep Time History of Australia
The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of history from the time of the
earliest human communities to the end of the ancient period,
approximately 60,000 years ago – c.650 (CE), and a study of early First
Nations Peoples of Australia. It was a period defined by the development
of cultural practices and organised societies. The study of the ancient
world includes the discoveries (the remains of the past and what we
know) and the mysteries (what we do not know) about this period of
history, in a range of societies from places including Egypt, Greece, Rome,
India and China.

Investigation - Deep
Time Australia

Four 

History – The Ancient World
An overview of the study of the ancient world's earliest societies requires
students to develop a broad understanding of the context and
chronology of the period, the patterns of historical continuity and change
over time, and related historical themes. This includes understanding the
archaeological and historical terms used to describe different periods of
time, and the ways different cultures, including First Nations Australians,
identify and represent time.

Investigation -
Ancient Egypt

- Humanities and Languages

Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 7
Japanese

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Unit 1 – Getting to Know You
In Year 7, students are beginning their learning of Japanese
language, and this will be influenced by prior learning and
experiences of language learning. Students use Japanese to
describe their personal world and interact and collaborate with
teachers and peers within and beyond the classroom. Listening,
speaking, reading and viewing, and writing activities are supported
by scaffolding, modelling and feedback.

Written, Spoken,
Listening - Self-
introduction

Two/
Four 

Unit 2 – Folk Tales
Students use familiar katakana and kanji, and hiragana with
support of the chart, and access authentic and purpose-developed
spoken, written and multimodal resources which may include
conversations, audio and video clips, textbooks, advertisements,
blogs and magazines. They use their English literacy knowledge of
metalanguage to reflect on similarities and differences between
Japanese and English language structures and features. They
recognise that language choices reflect cultural values, beliefs and
identity.

Reading & Written -
Folk Tale

- Humanities and Languages

(single semester)

Japanese Extension
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One Unit 1 – Weather in Japan
Learn how to describe the weather and comment on the weather at
different locations 

Investigation -
Writing & Speaking

Two Unit 2 – Historical Japan
Learn about Japanese history and how to explain and analyse this in
Japanese and English 

Examination -
Listening & Reading

Three Unit 3 – Japanese Club Activities
Engage in conversations in Japanese during and about leisure activities 

Investigation -
Writing & Speaking

Four Unit 4 – Popular Culture, Manga, Anime, and Japanese TV
Engage in conversations in Japanese and explain and analyse Japanese
Popular Culture in Japanese and English 

Examination -
Listening & Reading

Elective



YEAR 7
Auslan

- Humanities and Languages

Elective

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Unit 1
Students will study Auslan through an investigation of the following
content and skills:
Alphabet
Greetings
Gaining a Deaf person’s attention
Numbers 1-100
5 Parameters of Auslan (Handshape, Orientation, Location,
Movement, Non-Manual Features )
Family signs
Conversation protocols
Question structure
Introductions
Food signs
Where do I live vocabulary and question structure
Simple glossing 
Internal feedback
History of Deaf Education
Sally and Possum- Deaf conversation/cultural modelling

Presentation - Social
conversation

Exam -
Comprehension

Two/
Four 

Unit 1:
Students will study Auslan through an investigation of the following
content and skills:
Depicting/lexical signs
Depicting signs- variations of verbs to show movement eg: Walk:
variations eg meander, zig zag
Use of space – topographic, viewer space
How to use Signbank
Using depicting signs to describe an animal’s appearance,
movement
Constructed action in handshape poems- eye gaze, shoulder shift,
singing style
Referring to referents using depicting signs, pointing and list buoys
Basic glossing of a handshape poems
Adding pause for meaning
The role of non-manual features in conveying meaning. 
Deaf role models.

Presentation - Poem
using 2 handshapes

Response -
Handshape poem
comprehension



YEAR 7 - Business
Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan - tflan76@eq.edu.au 

Business Studies
(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Unit 1 - Business Basics
During this unit students investigate the difference between
economics and business and how economic factors impact on
businesses and individuals. Students will explore the
interdependence of consumers and producers in the market
including the two-sector circular flow of income and resources.  
Students develop goal setting skills for individuals and
organisations and examine the difference between needs and
wants. They explore the reasons people work, different types of
work and income.  
This unit aims to develop a range of 21st century skills including
teamwork, written and verbal communication and spreadsheeting
applications. Students analyse and interpret data and information.
They consider the costs and benefits, opportunity cost and trade-
offs when making decisions.  

Short Response
Exam

Two/
Four 

Unit 2 - Business and You 
Unit 2 will explore the skills and characteristics of a successful
business and challenge students to work together to plan and run
a small business venture at school. 
Students examine the characteristics and skills of entrepreneurs
and elements of strategic planning. They investigate the four
business functions to create a range of business documents
including marketing materials, financial records, business cards,
slogans, logos and much more.  

Individual Project

mailto:kgaff4@eq.edu.au


YEAR 7
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education (HPE)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Four 

Theory: Getting to know You  
In this unit, students reflect on factors that influence their
perception of themselves and their capacity to be resilient.  
  
Practical: Swimming & Volleyball  
In this unit students develop skills and practice techniques in a
range of movement forms that enhance performance and
competence. 
They collaborate and work as a team to communicate effectively
and make decisions in movement contexts. 

Project - Brochure

Performance

Two/
Three 

Theory: Friends First  
In this unit students explore behavioural expectations for different
social situations. They develop the knowledge, understanding and
skills to recognise instances of disrespect, discrimination,
harassment and violence, and to act assertively to support their
own rights and feelings and those of others.   
  
Practical: Passing & Catching  
In this unit students apply skills and strategies in a range of
movement situations to improve performance. 

Project - Journal

Performance

- Health and Physical Education

(single semester)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply soccer skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations.
Students also apply personal and social skills to promote
safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

SoccerElective



YEAR 7
Netball

- Health and Physical Education

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply netball skills and strategies in
drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply personal and
social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

Basketball

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply basketball skills and strategies
in drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply personal
and social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

Rugby League (Boys and Girls) ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply rugby league skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply
personal and social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity.   
  
Students will be expected to uphold at least satisfactory levels of effort
and behavior in order to play and stay within the subject as well as an
attendance rate of at least 85% or above. Students may also be expected
to attend out-side of class hours sessions, such as lunchtime or before
school gym sessions. 

Conditions of Enrolment: 
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect
and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Be conscientious in all studies, fulfilling all course requirements including
homework and assessments.

Performance

costs associated with this subject: $190 per year 

Elective

Elective

Elective



YEAR 7
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Food and Fibre Production

- Home Economics

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

In the Bag (textiles) 
In this unit, students use the design process to create and produce
design solutions in fibre context, for a reusable bag. Project - Folio

Two/
Four 

Healthy Foods (food) 
In this unit, students use the design process to create and produce
design solutions in food context, for healthy food. Project - Folio

(Single Semester)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject:
students explore, create and produce design solutions in food contexts. 
Each term has a food theme, as determined by individual teachers. 

Each term: 
Project - Folio

costs associated with this subject: Basic ingredients are provided by the school.  Students are required to supply their own cooking
ingredients at times. 

Modern Chef

costs associated with this subject: Basic ingredients are provided by the school.  Students are required to supply their own cooking
ingredients at times. 

Hair, Fashion & Styling ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject:
students explore and create design solutions within hair, fashion and
make-up contexts. The students develop skills in sewing, make up
application and braiding. A showcase event is held in term 3 to celebrate
their skills and learnings. 
Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the core values of Respect and
Responsibility
Maintain all class studies and fulfill all homework and assessment
requirements

Each term: 
Project - Folio

costs associated with this subject: $50 per year 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 7
Head of Department: Kim Teale – kjtea0@eq.edu.au

 Design and Technologies

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Students are inducted into workshop safety through online training
and teacher demonstration and then move into the workshop
where they work with timber and sheet metal to develop their
hand skills creating and adapting design ideas, processes and
solutions.   

Project (Cheese
board, BBQ Spatula

Two/
Four 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of different
timber species through a practical plant identification task and
students are introduced to advance technologies by using our 3D
printers and lasers. 

Investigation Project
(Design Folio)

(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Students develop and modify creative digital solutions, decompose
real-world problems, and evaluate alternative solutions against
user stories and design criteria. They select and use a range of
digital tools efficiently and responsibly to create, locate and share
content; and to plan, collaborate on and manage projects. 
Students develop their understanding of websites and then use
their knowledge to design and create websites using HTML and CSS
programming language. 

Project

Two/
Four 

Students acquire, interpret and model data with spreadsheets and
represent data with integers and binary. 
Collecting data, putting it into Excel spreadsheets (Using integers)
to create graphs, then interpreting those graphs by looking for
trends/comparing with other graphs/drawing conclusions.  
Students learn how to read and write binary. 

Project

 Digital Technologies
(Single Semester)

mailto:kjtea0@eq.edu.au


YEAR 7
Engineering the Future

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1:
Students are inducted into workshop safety though online training and
teacher demonstration. Students then develop an understanding of the
design fundamentals while producing a small design product using the
Auto Desk Inventor and 3D printers. 

Project

Two 
Unit 2:
Students explain how people in the aviation industry design, innovate
and produce products, services and environments for preferred futures.
Students will analyse how force, motion and energy are used to
manipulate and control engineered systems

Project

Three 
Unit 3:
Students collaboratively investigate environments and how they can be
improved for now and the future. They develop design concepts and
produce prototypes to test their theories.

Investigation

Four 
Unit 4:
Students investigate a problem around improving quality of life and how
technologies can be used to improve outcomes. They design and make a
protype of a product that will improve quality of life and present their
product at a mini expo.  

Project

Over the year students in ETF create, adapt design ideas, process and
solutions for a range of different topics focusing on engineering concepts. 

Future Technology

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1:
Students select appropriate hardware for particular tasks, explain how
data is transmitted and secured in networks, and identify cyber security
threats. Students use Grok learning to develop their knowledge and
understanding of cyber safety.  

Project

Two Unit 2:
Students design and trace algorithms and implement them in a general-
purpose programming language.  

Project (Microbit)

Three Unit 3:
Students use the skills they have learnt in previous terms to complete
programming challenges using Spheros 

Project (Spheros)

Four 
Unit 4:
Students select and use a range of digital tools efficiently and responsibly
to create, locate and share content; and to plan, collaborate on and
manage projects.   

Project (Minecraft)

Elective

Elective



YEAR 7
Head of Department: Alison Hamilton - ahami30@eq.edu.au

Performing Arts Taster 

- The Arts

Rotations Content Information Assessment
Information 

Music Learn to perform a piece of music from the musical Matilda on
Keyboard, Drum Kit or Guitar Performance

Dance Learn and perform choreography from the musical Matilda. Performance

Drama Study of the characters from the musical and then learn and
perform a section of the script from the musical.  Performance

(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Visual Art
Unit 1: where do I belong? 
Students will create a series of artworks that celebrate and reflect
on their experiences of the Ipswich region. Students explore a
range of visual arts techniques such as drawing, painting and
collage.  

Making Portfolio

Two/
Four 

Media Art
Unit 2: Animation 
Using iPads students will create a pivot animation, adding sound
and voice acting to tell a story they write. 

Animation Portfolio

The order of the subjects in PRT will be different for each class due to rotations. 

Visual Art
(Single Semester)

mailto:ahami30@eq.edu.au


YEAR 7
Art in the Community 

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1: Hybrid creatures 
This unit explores what it would be like if we could use science to create
fantastical hybrid creatures. Students experiment with different sculpture
techniques to create their own hybrid creature vision. 

Making: Sculpture

Two 
Unit 2: Castles in the air 
This unit explores what the future of housing and communities may look
like. Students will design, draw, and make sculptures of their vision of the
house of the future.  

Making: Drawing
Making: Sculpture

Three 
Unit 3: Artist books 
In this unit students will create artist books using the techniques of
collage, drawing, and painting that will be displayed in the school library. Making: Artist Book

Four 
Unit 4: Painting portfolio 
Students will use painting techniques to recreate meaningful moments
and people they admire.  

Making: Painting
Portfolio

Theatre Showcase

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Rehearsal room 
Students learn effective rehearsal practices and develop an audition
piece. Performance Journal

Two Places Please 
We cast our play and begin rehearsals for our production. Devised

Performances

Three Production Skills 
We learn to direct and design lighting, costume and staging. Rehearsal

Checkpoints

Four Showtime 
We polish our play and perform in front of an audience. Performance

Elective

Elective



YEAR 7
High Performance Dance (PoE)

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Doctors of Dance
Students learn about their bodies and how to prevent injuries in
dance by warming up and cooling down. Students learn the basics
of dance technique.  

Practical Dance
Technique Exam 

Creating a Dance Warm-
Up 

Two In the Spotlight 
Students learn about performing for an audience  Dance Performance at

ISHS Variety Concert 

Three 

Fuelling Fit Bodies
The focus is on proper nutrition and how to support their dance
training by looking after themselves. 
Students learn another dance routine in a different genre. 

Anatomy and Nutrition
Task

Four 
Recipes of Dance
Students learn all about making dance. This unit focuses on
choreography and working with others to create dance.  

Performance on Dance
Showcase 

Choreography Task 

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the core values of Respect and
Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfill all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 8
Required subjects
In Year 8 students must complete a full year’s study of Mathematics, English, Science and Humanities.
Additionally, students will complete one semester of Health and Physical Education (HPE) and Japanese or
Auslan. HPE and Japanese alternate between semesters, with half the students taking HPE in Semester 1 and
Japanese in Semester 2, while the other half follows the reverse sequence. This rotation ensures that all
students cover both subjects during their studies.

Required Electives

Students must complete one semester each of arts and technologies electives. From the arts they will study one
of Visual Arts, Music, Drama, Dance or Film, Television and New Media. From technologies they will study
one of Food and Fibre Productions, Digital Technologies, Design and Technology or Business Studies
Our goal is to place students in their first preference of these subjects. 

Elective

Students will complete one special interest elective subject (2x lessons per week). They will study one of: 
Arts in the Community
 Future Tech
 Engineering for the Future
 Hair, Fashion and Styling ($)(PoE)
 Girls’ Football Excellence Program ($)(PoE)
 Japanese Extension
 High Performance Dance (PoE)
 Netball
 High Performance Rugby League ($)(PoE)
 Soccer
 Modern Chef
 Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths – STEM (PoE)
 Basketball
Theatre Showcase

Students may select a different elective than one studied in Year 7.

All elective subjects are dependent on sufficient numbers of students selecting them. If a subject
does not attract the minimum number of students required, that subject will not be offered. In this
case, students will be notified as soon as possible and will be asked to select another subject.
 
Students who enrol late, or who submit late forms, may not be able to be enrolled in their chosen
subjects because of normal class size restrictions. 

(POE) INDICATES A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE WHERE STUDENTS MUST MEET PERFORMANCE CRITERIA TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR THE SUBJECT. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOR INFORMATION.
 
($) INDICATES THAT THE SUBJECT COMES WITH AN ASSOCIATED COST. SCHOOL AND SUBJECT FEES MUST BE
PAID OR A CURRENT PAYMENT PLAN NEEDS TO BE IN PLACE TO ENSURE STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE PROGRAM. 
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YEAR 8 - MATHEMATICS

Maths
Head of Department: Mycha Woodward – mxwoo5@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: 
In this unit students will use the 4 operations to solve problems
involving integers (positive and negative numbers). Students will
describe the relationship between rational and irrational numbers. 
Unit 2: 
In this unit students will solve problems involving perimeter, area
and volume of various shapes and prisms. Students will be able to
name the features of circle and calculate the circumference and
area of circles.  

Number Exam
 

Measurement
Assignment

Two 

Unit 3:
In this unit students will identify the conditions for congruence of
triangles. Students will identify the properties of quadrilaterals and
make sense of time duration in real-life application 
Unit 4:
In this unit students will solve a variety of problems involving rates,
ratios and percentages. They will solve financial based problems
involving profit and loss.  

Geometry Exam
 

Number Exam

Three 

Unit 5:
In this unit students will describe index laws and apply these laws
to whole numbers. Students will make connections between
expanding and factorising algebraic expressions and simplify these
expressions.  
Unit 6:
In this unit students will be working with linear equations. They will
be solving these equations and graphing them on Cartesian Planes 

Algebra Exam

Linear Equations Exam

Four 

Unit 7:
In this unit students will investigate probability based events and
model these with two-way tables and Venn diagrams. Students will
calculate the probabilities and determine the complementary
events.  
Unit 8:
In this unit students will investigate statistic based scenarios.
Student will collect data and explain issues related to the collection
of data. Additionally, students will calculate the measures of centre
and the effect of outliers on the data set.  

Probability Assignment
 

Statistics Exam



YEAR 8 - ENGLISH

English
Head of Department: Sam Jaswinsky – sljas0@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Watch it!
This unit focuses on the choices made by creators of the
movie, “Hunt for the Wilderpeople”. Students will look at
different perspectives by putting themselves in the
characters shoes, before taking a step back and sharing
their own opinion of the film and its choices.   

Imaginative and
Informative Writing

Two 
Unit 2: Read it!
This unit focuses on how authors use language features and
text structures to make readers connect with characters.
Students will respond to a character in the novel “Liars”,
sharing whether they liked or disliked them and why.  

Analytical Writing

Three 
Unit 3: Speak it!
This unit focuses on exploring persuasive language and how
to convince others of your point of view. Students will watch a
variety of powerful speeches from around the world before
creating their own for an issue of their choice. 

Persuasive Speech

Four 

Unit 4: Create it!
This unit focuses on exploring descriptive and figurative
writing in poems and stories. Students will learn how to use
their own language to evoke an emotional response from
readers.  

Imaginative Writing



YEAR 8 - SCIENCE

Science
Head of Department: Shannon Walsh – swals60@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Chemistry- atoms, elements and chemical change 
 As part of their study of chemistry students will classify matter as
elements, compounds and mixtures, and use a range of representations
and models to differentiate between these. Students will develop an
understanding of the chemical elements and the significance of the
periodic table. They will discover how our understanding of atoms and
elements has developed over time. 
Students will compare physical and chemical changes. They will perform
a range of experiments to be able to identify indicators of chemical
change. Students will explore a range of chemical changes and their
application to everyday life 

Student Experimental
Investigation

Examination

Two 

Unit 2: Physics-Energy 
In this unit students will classify energy into either kinetic energy such as
movement, heat and electricity or potential energy such as chemical,
elastic and gravitational energy. They will use and critique
representations such as flow diagrams to illustrate changes between
different forms of energy in a system. Using experiments and simulations
students will investigate relationships between kinetic and potential
energy in a simple system such as a roller-coaster or Newton’s cradle. 

Research Investigation

Three 

Unit 3: Biology- Cells to systems 
In this unit students will identify the structure and function of basic cell
organelles. They will compare cells from different types of organisms.
Students develop models that represent cell structures. Students will
explore how technology has improved our understanding of cell biology
leading to significant developments in health and medicine.  
In the second part of the unit students analyse the relationship between
structure and function in organ and organ systems in plants and animals
and explain how these enable survival. 

Student
Experimental
Investigation

Examination

Four 

 Unit 4: Earth Science- On shaky ground 
In this unit students investigate tectonic activity including the formation
of geological features at boundaries and describe the scientific evidence
for the theory of plate tectonics. They  evaluate the impact of tectonic
events on human populations and examined the development of
engineering solutions that are designed to reduce the impact or
earthquakes.  
 They will follow the study of earthquakes with a study of in rocks and the
rock cycle. Students will describe the key processes of the rock cycle, and
including the timescales over which they occur They will examine how the
properties of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks reflect their
formation and influence their use 

Student
Experimental
Investigation

Examination

mailto:swals60@eq.edu.au


YEAR 8 - SCIENCE
S.T.E.M 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Colour- Optimizing fabric dyes? 
Students will investigate natural and synthetic dyes in order to optimize
the dyeing of different types of fabric. Students will explore and compare
different spectrophotometer devices in order to learn about key concepts
such as absorption and light. Students will work together to produce an
educational video about the project as a class. 

Project

Two 

Unit 2 How can microbes make our food? 
Students will explore the uses of microorganism in food production such
as bread and yogurt. Students will investigate and compare the different
methods for introducing microbes into food products. Students will work
together to collect data and make observations in order to draw
evidence-based conclusions. 

Project

Three 

Unit 3: sustainable gardening 
Students will explore sustainable gardens and design a small-scale
garden that will supply fresh produce or encourage beneficial insects.
Students will investigate the nutritional, moisture and shade needs of
their plants and create plans or apply new technology for maintaining
their garden’s health. They will assess the effectiveness of their designs
and make recommendations for future improvements. 

Project

Four 

Unit 4: Designing and Testing a Wind Turbine 
Students will use the engineering design process to produce a wind
turbine that generates the most amount of energy efficiently. Students
will apply their scientific knowledge around the concepts of energy
transfer and transformation to build connections between scientific
theory and the work of real-world engineers. 

Project 

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Follow STEM specific Health and Safety procedures at all times
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfil all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 8

Humanities
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 

History – Medieval Europe 
The Year 8 curriculum provides a study of history from the end of the
ancient period to the beginning of the modern period (c.650–1750 CE).
This was when major societies around the world came into contact with
each other. Social, economic, religious and political beliefs were often
challenged and significantly changed. It was the period when the modern
world began to take shape 

Investigation - The
Black Death

Two 

History – Asia-Pacific World 
An overview of the study of the periods that led to the emergence of the
modern world requires students to develop an understanding of the
context and chronology to the end of the ancient world, particularly in
Europe, as well as the broad patterns of historical continuity and change
over this time. This includes being introduced to the importance of
religion in this era, particularly the major faiths of Christianity and Islam.
It also includes an understanding of the key features of the medieval
world such as feudalism, trade routes, voyages of discovery, contacts and
conflicts between cultures and groups, as well as the emergence of
significant ideas that shaped the early modern world during and after
this period. 

Project - Polynesian
Expansion

Three 

Civics & Citizenship 
In Year 8, students understand how citizens can actively participate in
Australia’s political system, the role and impact of elections, and the ways
political parties, interest groups, media and individuals influence
government and decision-making processes. Students consider how laws
are made and the types of laws used in Australia. Students also examine
what it means to be Australian by identifying the reasons for and
influences that shape national identity, and how this contributes to active
citizenship. 

Examination - Short
Response

Four 

Geography 
The Year 8 curriculum involves the study of 2 sub-strands. 
Landforms and landscapes - focuses on the processes that shape
individual landforms, the values and meanings placed on landforms and
landscapes by diverse cultures, and hazards associated with landscapes.
Students explore the distribution of Australia’s distinctive landscapes and
significant landforms. They also consider the ways that the sustainability
of significant landscapes and the impacts of hazards are managed. 
 
Changing nations – focuses on the changing human geography of
countries with the process of urbanisation, the reasons for the high level
of urban concentration in Australia, and the influences of internal and
international migration. Students can examine the distribution of
population in Australia compared to other countries and shifts in
population distribution over time. They also focus on the ways that
sustainability of Australia’s urban areas is managed. 

Investigation - Field
Report

- Humanities and Languages

Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 8
Japanese

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

1 – Let's Eat! 
In Year 8, students are beginning their learning of Japanese language, and
this will be influenced by prior learning and experiences of language
learning. Students use Japanese to describe their personal world and
interact and collaborate with teachers and peers within and beyond the
classroom. Listening, speaking, reading and viewing, and writing activities
are supported by scaffolding, modelling and feedback. 

Written & Spoken -
Food diary

Two/
Four 

2 – Let's Go! 
Students use familiar katakana and kanji, and hiragana with support of
the chart, and access authentic and purpose-developed spoken, written
and multimodal resources which may include conversations, audio and
video clips, textbooks, advertisements, blogs and magazines. They use
their English literacy knowledge of metalanguage to reflect on similarities
and differences between Japanese and English language structures and
features. They recognise that language choices reflect cultural values,
beliefs and identity. 

Reading & Listening -
Directions Language

- Humanities and Languages

(single semester)

Japanese Extension
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One Unit 1 – Weather in Japan
Learn how to describe the weather and comment on the weather at
different locations 

Investigation -
Writing & Speaking

Two Unit 2 – Historical Japan
Learn about Japanese history and how to explain and analyse this in
Japanese and English 

Examination -
Listening & Reading

Three Unit 3 – Japanese Club Activities
Engage in conversations in Japanese during and about leisure activities 

Investigation -
Writing & Speaking

Four Unit 4 – Popular Culture, Manga, Anime, and Japanese TV
Engage in conversations in Japanese and explain and analyse Japanese
Popular Culture in Japanese and English 

Examination -
Listening & Reading

Elective



YEAR 8
Auslan

- Humanities and Languages

(single semester)
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One/
Three 

Unit 1 – Deaf History
Students will investigate Deaf history focusing on the following content
and skills:
Ancient Times to Middle Ages
Country Signs
Working in groups vocabulary
Sign suffix to designate a job
Glossing
The role of Deaf in the ancient world
Questioning to ask for clarification
Translating English script to Auslan for group presentation.

Unit 2 – Deaf Culture
Students will investigate Deaf culture focusing on the following content
and skills:
Deaf Storytelling
David Schleper’s research comparing Deaf and hearing story telling
Non Manual Features to convey meaning 
Glossing
Depicting signs
Use of space
Transposition

Presentation - Re-
enactment of
significant event in
deaf history. 

Receptive - Sign &
Vocabulary phrases

Presentation - Auslan
Story

Written Response -
Gloss an Auslan Story

Two/
Four 

Unit 3 – Deaf History & Culture
Students will investigate Deaf history and culture focusing on the
following content and skills:
The History of Convicts, Settlers and Deaf Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders
The development and significance of Deaf education in Australia.
Early Australian Deaf settlers
Deaf identity in Australia
Raising awareness of Deaf culture in Australia 
Vocabulary for education and Australian history
Australian place names and signs 

Unit 4 – Deaf History & Culture
Students will investigate Deaf history and culture focusing on the
following content and skills:
Deaf Technology
Advances in Technology for Deaf and HoH People
Hearing aid development
Tty, fax, email, mobile phones and the impact on the Deaf community.
Use of space
Procedural signing structure
Referents
Perspective

Presentation -
National Week of
Deaf People

Reflection

Presentation -
Machines and
process represented
in Auslan



YEAR 8 - Business
Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au 

Business Studies
(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Entrepreneurship and Consumer protection
What is entrepreneurship? Who are some
entrepreneurs? 
importance of sustainable products  
what are my consumer rights? 

Poster

Two/
Four 

Two Types of businesses 

Types of businesses eg sole trader, partnership,
company 
Implications on different businesses.   

Working and Markets 
 
How does the government influence our markets? 
How do consumers and producers work affect
each other? 
Responding to markets 

Assignment

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 8
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education (HPE)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Four 

Theory: Sun Safety  
 In this unit, students investigate the health issue of being sun safe.
They examine factors that influence health choices and conduct a
sun safe audit, suggesting recommendations for improved health
and wellbeing. 
  
Practical: Swimming & Cultural Games  
In this unit, students collaborate and work as a team to
communicate effectively and make decisions in movement
contexts.  They practise techniques that can be used to enhance
their own and others’ performances.  

Investigation Report

Performance

Two/
Three 

Theory: Fitness Programs 
In this unit, students examine factors that influence choices people
make with regards to fitness. They explore, create and evaluate
training programs to improve health and wellbeing. 
  
Practical: Fitness & European Handball 
In this unit, students collaborate and work as a team to
communicate effectively and make decisions in movement
contexts.  They practise techniques that can be used to enhance
their own and others’ performances.  

Project - Journal

Performance

- Health and Physical Education

(single semester)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply soccer skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations.
Students also apply personal and social skills to promote
safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

SoccerElective



YEAR 8
Netball

- Health and Physical Education

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply netball skills and strategies in
drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply personal and
social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

Basketball

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply basketball skills and strategies
in drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply personal
and social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity. 

Performance

Rugby League (Boys and Girls) ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply rugby league skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations. Students also apply
personal and social skills to promote safety, fair play and inclusivity.   
  
Students will be expected to uphold at least satisfactory levels of effort
and behavior in order to play and stay within the subject as well as an
attendance rate of at least 85% or above. Students may also be expected
to attend out-side of class hours sessions, such as lunchtime or before
school gym sessions. 

Conditions of Enrolment: 
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect
and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Be conscientious in all studies, fulfilling all course requirements including
homework and assessments.

Performance

costs associated with this subject: $190 per year 

Elective

Elective

Elective



YEAR 8
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Food and Fibre Production

- Home Economics

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Upcycle (textiles) 
In this unit, students use the design process to create and produce
design solutions in fibre context, for upcycling. Project - Folio

Two/
Four 

Sustainable leftovers (food) 
In this unit, students use the design process to create and produce
design solutions in food context, for using leftovers.  Project - Folio

(Single Semester)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject:
students explore, create and produce design solutions in food contexts. 
Each term has a food theme, as determined by individual teachers. 

Each term: 
Project - Folio

costs associated with this subject: Basic ingredients are provided by the school.  Students are required to supply their own cooking
ingredients at times. 

Modern Chef

costs associated with this subject: Basic ingredients are provided by the school.  Students are required to supply their own cooking
ingredients at times. 

Hair, Fashion & Styling ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject:
students explore and create design solutions within hair, fashion and
make-up contexts. The students develop skills in sewing, make up
application and braiding. A showcase event is held in term 3 to celebrate
their skills and learnings. 
Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the core values of Respect and
Responsibility
Maintain all class studies and fulfill all homework and assessment
requirements

Each term: 
Project - Folio

costs associated with this subject: $50 per year 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 8
Head of Department: Kim Teale – kjtea0@eq.edu.au

 Design and Technologies

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Students are inducted into workshop safety through online
training and teacher demonstration and then move into the
workshop where they work with timber and sheet metal to
develop their hand skills creating and adapting design ideas,
processes and solutions.   

Project (Tic Tac Toe,
Dust Pan, Sliding Lid
Box)

Two/
Four 

Students investigate how features of technologies impact
design decisions. Students independently and collaboratively
produce 3d printer and lasered designs. 

Investigation Project 

(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Students select appropriate hardware for particular tasks,
explain how data is transmitted and secured in networks, and
identify cyber security threats. 
Designing a networked digital system, including hardware
devices, network topology design, and network security 

Project
Investigation

Two/
Four 

Students design and trace algorithms and implement them in
a general-purpose programming language.  
Writing algorithms to test programming logic. 
JavaScript programming – game design 
 

Project

 Digital Technologies
(Single Semester)

mailto:kjtea0@eq.edu.au


YEAR 8
Engineering for the Future

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1:
Students are inducted into workshop safety though online training and
teacher demonstration. Students then develop an understanding of the
design fundamentals while producing a small design product using the Auto
Desk Inventor and 3D printers. 

Project

Two 
Unit 2:
Students explain how people in the automotive industry design, innovate
and produce products, services and environments for preferred futures.
Students will analyse how force, motion and energy are used to manipulate
and control engineered systems and test their ideas.

Project

Three 
Unit 3:
Students collaboratively investigate sustainable house designs and how they
can be improved for now and the future. They develop design concepts and
produce prototypes to test their theories.

Project
Investigation

Four 
Unit 4:
Students investigate a problem around improving quality of life and how
technologies can be used to improve outcomes. They design and make a
protoype of a product that will improve quality of life and present their
product at a mini expo.  

Project
Investigation

Over the year students in ETF create, adapt design ideas, process and
solutions for a range of different topics focusing on engineering concepts. 

Future Technology

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1:
Students select appropriate hardware for particular tasks, explain how
data is transmitted and secured in networks, and identify cyber security
threats. Students use Grok learning to develop their knowledge and
understanding of cyber safety.   

Project

Two Unit 2:
Students design and trace algorithms and implement them in a general-
purpose programming language.  

Project (Microbit)

Three Unit 3:
Students use the skills they have learnt in previous terms to complete
programming challenges using Spheros 

Project (Spheros)

Four 
Unit 4:
Students select and use a range of digital tools efficiently and responsibly
to create, locate and share content; and to plan, collaborate on and
manage projects.   

Project (Minecraft)

Elective

Elective



YEAR 8
Head of Department: Alison Hamilton - ahami30@eq.edu.au

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Learning to control the elements. 
Create a folio of mixed media 2D artworks which convey meaning and
emotion Portfolio

Two/
Four Let’s look at it from a different angle 

Students create a sculptural bust in a cubist style Sculpture

Visual Art
(Single Semester)

Drama
(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Taking Flight:  
In the unit students build confidence working in groups and performing
in front of the class. They learn to identify, use and analyse the elements
of drama and how these are used to create meaning.  

Folio

Two/
Four 

Taking the Stage: 
Students put their new knowledge to the test, working together to
prepare, rehearse and present a performance for an audience.

Folio 
Performance 

Dance
(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three Students learn about dance from different times, places and culture. This

unit shows where dance comes from and why we do it.  
Performance &
Booklet

Two/
Four This unit utilises virtual reality to focus on what popular dance is, was and

how it changes over time.  
Choreography & Multi-
Modal Response

mailto:ahami30@eq.edu.au


YEAR 8 - The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three Introduction to Music

Students learn basic performance skills on keyboard, drum kit or guitar. 
Performance &
Responding Task

Two/
Four 

Playing the blues 
Students study the blues style of music and create and perform their own
music in this style. 

Composition, Performance
& Responding Task

Music
(Single Semester)

Film, Television and New Media
(Single Semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Children’s television 
Create a treatment and then film and edit this to produce a stop motion
production Treatment & Production

Two/
Four 

Video Games 
Review video games as well as plan and create their own video game
using bloxel 

Game Review
Create own video game

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Rehearsal room 
Students learn effective rehearsal practices and develop an audition piece. Performance Journal

Two Places Please 
We cast our play and begin rehearsals for our production. Devised Performances

Three Production Skills 
We learn to direct and design lighting, costume and staging. Rehearsal Checkpoints

Four Showtime 
We polish our play and perform in front of an audience. Performance

Theatre ShowcaseElective



YEAR 8

Art in the Community 

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Street View 
Students complete a collaborative artwork where each student
learns skills in painting techniques to create a view of their house
in a professional acrylic painting. The artworks are displayed as a
class making up a street view which is hung in the Art Gallery at
ISHS. Students will also learn about colour, texture and will gain
opportunities to be able to work as a professional artist. 

Making: Acrylic
Painting

Two 

Treasure to Trash 
Plastic waste is one of the biggest pollution issues for our
waterways. Students are able to have the opportunity to explore
how plastic waste can be formed to create beautiful marine
sculptures that make a statement to the community about how its
important to recycle. That once we lived in a beautiful water
landscapes, but now is polluted and how we can inform others to
make change through art. These will be hung in a hand made net
from the roof of the new Art Gallery at ISHS. 

Making: Plastic Waste
Sculpture

Three 

Creature Feature 
Students will be able to explore ceramic clay making techniques
through creating there own clay sculpture of a creature made up of
many different animals. This is a really fun unit where they use
hand son learning to be creative and work in a 3D medium. These
will form part of the Street View exhibition as the family pet. 

Making: Clay
Sculpture

Four 

Viewpoints 
This unit is a Digital Photography unit that incorporates different
viewpoints. Students will be able to learn professional camera
positioning techniques and edit using industry standard software.
They will be taking series of photographs using windows, door
frames and other such built environment options to frame their
shot. These will form part of the exhibition where instead of
looking from the outside to our houses but we will be looking from
the inside. A change in our perspective. 

Making: Photography 

Elective

Year Concept – Exhibition - Our Changing World 



YEAR 8
High Performance Dance (PoE)

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Doctors of Dance
Students learn about their bodies and how to prevent
injuries in dance by warming up and cooling down.
Students learn the basics of dance technique.  

Practical Dance
Technique Exam 

Creating a Dance
Warm-Up 

Two In the Spotlight 
Students learn about performing for an audience  

Dance Performance
at ISHS Variety
Concert 

Three 

Fuelling Fit Bodies
The focus is on proper nutrition and how to support their
dance training by looking after themselves. 
Students learn another dance routine in a different
genre. 

Anatomy and
Nutrition Task

Four 
Recipes of Dance
Students learn all about making dance. This unit focuses
on choreography and working with others to create
dance.  

Performance on
Dance Showcase 

Choreography Task 

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the core values of Respect and
Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfill all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 9
Required subjects
In Year 9 students must complete a full year’s study of Mathematics, English, and Science. Additionally,
students will complete one semester of Health and Physical Education (HPE) and History. HPE and History
alternate between semesters, with half the students taking HPE in Semester 1 and History in Semester 2, while
the other half follows the reverse sequence. This rotation ensures that all students cover both subjects during
their studies.

Required Electives
Students must complete two single semester Humanities & Languages Electives. They may select from
Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and Japanese.  

Our goal is to place students in their first preference of these subjects. 

Electives
Students will complete two special interest elective subjects. They can select one subject from each line (may
not select the same subject twice):
 
Line 1

All elective subjects are dependent on sufficient numbers of students selecting them. If a subject
does not attract the minimum number of students required, that subject will not be offered. In this
case, students will be notified as soon as possible and will be asked to select another subject.
 
Students who enrol late, or who submit late forms, may not be able to be enrolled in their chosen
subjects because of normal class size restrictions. 

(POE) INDICATES A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE WHERE STUDENTS MUST MEET PERFORMANCE CRITERIA TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR THE SUBJECT. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOR INFORMATION.
 
($) INDICATES THAT THE SUBJECT COMES WITH AN ASSOCIATED COST. SCHOOL AND SUBJECT FEES MUST BE
PAID OR A CURRENT PAYMENT PLAN NEEDS TO BE IN PLACE ENSURE STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
PROGRAM. 

Dance
Design and Technologies
Digital Technologies
Film, Television and New Media
Food Specialisations

Hair, Fashion and Styling($)(PoE)
Music
Soccer
Visual Arts 

Line 2

Business Studies
Dance
Design and Technologies
Digital Technologies

Drama
Food Specialisations
Girls Football ($)(PoE)
Netball

Rugby League($)(PoE)
S.T.E.M (PoE)
Visual Arts
Auslan



YEAR 9
Subject Information by Faculty Area
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YEAR 9 - MATHEMATICS

Maths
Head of Department: Mycha Woodward – mxwoo5@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One In this unit students will calculate the area and volume of various
shapes and prims. They will use Pythagoras’ Theorem and
trigonometry to find unknown values in right-angled triangles.  

Measurement Exam 
  
Pythagoras and
Trigonometry Exam 

Two 
In this unit students will calculate various equations in a financial
context. Students will describe the relationship between equations
and their respective graphs. Students will use Cartesian planes and
formulas to find the distance between two points on a straight line,
as well as calculating the distance and midpoint.  

Financial – Simple
Interest Assignment 
  
Linear Equations Exam 

Three 

In this unit student will be conducting a statistical investigation.
They will be comparing data collection techniques for primary and
secondary data. Students will analyse this data using a variety of
methods and will represent the data in histograms and back-to-
back stem-and-leaf plots. 
Students will complete a unit on number, working with scientific
notation and binomial expressions.  

Data Investigation
Assignment 
  
Number and Algebra
Exam 

Four 
In this unit students will look at ratio and scale factors to explain
similarity in triangles. Students will investigate probability
experiments, and estimate the probabilities of various two-step
outcomes. 

Ratio and Scale Factor
Exam 
  
Probability Exam 



YEAR 9 - ENGLISH

English
Head of Department: Sam Jaswinsky– sljas0@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1: Speculative Fiction 
This unit focuses on exploring descriptive writing in
stories learning how to immerse readers in their
dystopian world.  

Imaginative Writing

Two 
Unit 2: Novel Study 
This unit explores how authors create characters and
use language features in dystopian literature to make
comment on modern day society.  

Analytical Writing

Three 
Unit 3: Representations 
This unit focuses on how authors use language to
make viewers feel a particular way. Specifically,
students analyse choices that are made, explaining
how and why they are used that way. 

Analytical Exam

Four 
Unit 4: 12 Angry Men 
This unit focuses on exploring persuasive language
and how to convince others of your point of view
through the lens of a fictional murder trial. 

Persuasive Speech



YEAR 9 - SCIENCE
Head of Department: Shannon Walsh – swals60@eq.edu.au

Science
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 

 Unit1: The Body in Balance 
In this unit, students build on their understanding of the human body systems
and their ability to respond to change. Students will describe and explain the
concepts of stimulus, response and homeostasis in the context of body systems.
They will identify the responses of selected organ systems e.g. nervous and
digestive systems, and discover how these systems coordinate homeostasis in
the body. 
Unit 2: Responding to Change 
In this unit, students examine change and sustainability within an ecosystem.
Students will develop fieldwork and data analysis skills as they survey a local
ecosystem and write a report. 

Examination

Field Report

Two 

Unit 3: Disease 
In this unit, students identify contemporary issues related to the human body,
including the impact of technological change and ethical considerations.
Students will explain how infectious and non-infectious diseases affect
homeostasis in the body, Identify vital components of the immune response. Thy
will examine how developments in science have helped us treat and prevent
many diseases. 

Research
Investigation

Three 

Unit 4: it’s Elementary 
In this unit, students inquire into the development of understanding of atomic
structures, and of natural radiation and its practical uses. Students will describe
and represent the current model for the structure of the atom and use models to
represent atomic structure. They will contrast different isotopes of the same
element and explore the nature of radioactivity. 
  
Unit 5: Chemical Patterns 
In this unit, students explore common chemical reactions and patterns. They will
be able to identify reactants and products in chemical reactions They will model,
investigate, and classify types and patterns of chemical reactions, (e.g.
combustion, acids with metals, bases, and carbonates).  

Examination

Student
Experimental
Report

Four 

Unit 6:  Making Waves 
In this unit, students will build on the knowledge of energy transfer and apply
this to heat, sound and light transmission. Students will review the particle
theory of matter and transfer of energy through these materials. They explore
heat transfer experimentally and evaluate insulators and conductors. Students
will Investigate the properties of light and how colour is perceived 
  
Unit 7: On Shaky ground 
In this unit, students learn how energy can be transferred in a variety of ways
through different mediums. They will apply the theory of plate tectonics to
explain global patterns of geological activity and continental movement, and
explain that earthquake damage can be caused by P, N and S waves 

Examination

Research
Investigation

mailto:swals60@eq.edu.au


YEAR 9 - SCIENCE
S.T.E.M 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1: Stop the spread 
Students will explore the spread of infectious diseases within
different populations. Students will investigate and compare
different methods for preventing the spread of infectious diseases. 

Collection of work

Two 
Unit 2: Forensic Science 
Students will analyse a crime scene and perform a of forensic tests
to determine the culprit. Students will analyse fingerprints, hair and
fibre samples, ballistics patterns and many more. 
 

Mini Project Journal

Three 

Unit 3: Biodiversity for the future 
In this unit students will explore the natural environment and
develop ways to help conserve biodiversity in the Ipswich area. 
This will include participating in citizens science projects such as
the Backyard bird count and weed busters. Students will work
towards cultivating insect friendly gardens and native bee friendly
structures that attract and maintain populations of significant local
pollinators. 

Project

Four 

Unit 4: Robotics 
Students will develop programming skills as they program robots
to complete set tasks. Once students have familiarised themselves
with block coding, they will move into more complex projects using
Arduino that they will use to create and program a range to useful
devices to solve everyday problems. 

Project 

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Follow STEM specific Health and Safety procedures at all times
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfil all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 9

History

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Making a Nation 
The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the making
of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. This was a period of
industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked
and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and
expansion of European power, which had significant effects on First
Nations Peoples globally. The period culminated in World War I
(1914–1918), the “war to end all wars”. 

Examination - Short
Response

Two/
Four 

World War I 
An overview of the study of the making of the modern world
requires students to develop an understanding of the context and
chronology of the period, and the broad patterns of historical
continuity and change from 1750 to 1918, such as European
imperial expansion and the movement of peoples within and
between countries, and the impact this had on the Australian
continent. This includes being introduced to the significant
economic, social and political ideas that developed and caused
change in groups and in societies, and some of the significant
individuals and groups who promoted these ideas. 

Investigation -
Australia in WW1

- Humanities and Languages

(single semester)

Civics and Citizenship

Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au

(single semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Government & Democracy 
In Year 9, students further develop their understanding of Australia’s
federal system of government and how it enables change. Students
investigate the features and jurisdictions of Australia’s court system,
including its role in applying and interpreting Australian law.  

Investigation – Court
and Political System 

Two/
Four 

NGOs 
They also examine global connectedness and how this is shaping
contemporary Australian society and global citizenship. 

Investigation –
Analysis of NGO 

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 9

Japanese
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 
Socialising 
In Year 9, Japanese language learning builds on each student’s prior
learning and experiences. Students use Japanese to initiate and sustain
interactions while sharing their own and others’ experiences of the world.  

Examination - Writing
& Speaking 

Two 
Meeting Guests 
They listen, speak, read and view, and write to communicate with
speakers of Japanese in local and global settings through authentic
community and online events. 

Examination -
Reading & Listening 

Three 

Shopping 
They continue to receive guidance, modelling, feedback and support from
peers and teachers. 
Students use authentic and purpose-developed resources, increasingly of
their own choice, to access and/or create a range of spoken, written and
multimodal texts which may include textbooks, audio and video clips,
magazines, online and print articles, and social media. 

Investigation -
Writing 

Four 
Shopping 
They acknowledge that there are diverse influences on ways of
communication and cultural identity, and that these influences can shape
their own behaviours, values and beliefs. 

Examination -
Speaking 

- Humanities and Languages

Geography
(single semester)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Biomes and food security – focuses on the biomes of the world, their
characteristics and significance as a source of food and fibre. Students examine
the distribution of biomes as regions, and their contribution to food production
and food security. They consider the effects of the alteration of biomes, and the
environmental challenges and constraints of expanding sustainable food
production in the future. 

Investigation –
Digital Report 

Two/
Four 

Geographies of interconnections – focuses on how people, through their
choices and actions, are connected to places throughout the world in a wide
variety of ways, and how these connections help to make and change places
and their environments. Students examine the nature of these connections
between people and places through the products people buy and the effects of
their production on the places that make them. Students consider the
management of the impacts of tourism and trade on places. 

Examination -
Interconnections

Elective



YEAR 9
Auslan

- Humanities and Languages

Elective

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

Unit 1
Students will study Auslan through an investigation of the
following content and skills:
Visual Vernacular 
Interpreting different texts types
Create bilingual texts
Visit from Deaf story tellers (Deaf story telling workshop)
Optional excursion to signed theatre performance
Sally and Possum/ Deaf Story telling website
Glossing
Using CA (Constructed Action) to portray characters
Using Roleshift
Identify and describe instances of CA in signed texts
Distinguish between viewer and diagrammatic space

Presentation -
Present a children's
story

Exam

Two/
Four 

Unit 2:
Students will study Auslan through an investigation of the
following content and skills:
Retell a Deaf Joke
Topicalization and negation
Protocols when interacting with Deaf people and
interpreters
Deaf Connect visit
Visit from professional interpreter
Investigate and analyse variations in the use of Auslan
Make comparisons between the ecologies of Auslan and
signed languages in other countries
Visit from Deaf people from overseas (or use youtube e.g.
Seek the Word)
Know that Auslan plays an important role in the
expression and maintenance of Deaf culture

Expressive: Interview
a deaf person

Receptive: Interview
with a deaf person



YEAR 9 - Business
Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au 

Business Studies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1 - World of Work
This unit will equip students with the skills to develop a resume and
cover letter. The unit adheres to school values of preparing
students for work. Students develop computer skills (including but
not limited to word processing and research) in preparation for
curriculum aligned units. 

Assignment  

Two

Unit 2 - Financial Risks, Responsibilities and Rewards
Students will develop and apply enterprising behaviours and
capabilities, and knowledge, understanding and skills of inquiry, to
investigate a familiar, unfamiliar and/or hypothetical personal, local
or national economics or business issue  
The economics and business issues investigated will enable
students to: explain why and how people manage financial risks
and rewards in the current Australian and global financial
landscape; and examine the changing roles and responsibilities of
participants in the Australian or global workplace.  

Combination
response exam 

Three

Unit 3 - Competitive Advantage and Marketing 
Students will explore the nature of innovation and how and why
businesses seek to create and maintain a competitive advantage in
the market, including the global market. For the assessment
students will develop a product or service and create a business
plan which will be presented to potential investors (teachers and
students). 

Business Plan and
Shark Tank
Presentation  

Four

Unit 4 - Australia, Asia and the Global Economy 
Students will learn how Australia as a trading nation and its place
within the rising economies of Asia and broader global economy.
Why and how participants in the global economy are dependent on
each other. 

Combination
response exam 

Elective

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 9
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education (HPE)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Four 

Theory: Identity & Relationships   
In this unit, students apply their knowledge of identity
and relationships to evaluate the influence external
factors can have. They evaluate strategies to manage
emotions and change whilst maintaining respectful
relationships. 
  
Practical: Swimming/Lawn Games & Aerobics   
In this unit, students apply movement concepts and
strategies to evaluate and refine their own and
others’ movement performances. They refine and
consolidate their leadership, teamwork and
collaborative skills through participation in a range of
physical activities. 

Project - Written

Performance

Two/
Three 

Theory: Risky Behaviours   
In this unit, students explore health information and
online and offline risk situations. They propose
strategies to enhance their own and others’ health,
safety, relationships and wellbeing.   
   
Practical: Gaelic Football & Basketball   
In this unit students adapt and improvise their
movements to respond to different movement
situations. They refine and consolidate their
leadership and teamwork skills through participation
in physical activities. 

Investigation

Performance

- Health and Physical Education

(single semester)



YEAR 9

Netball

- Health and Physical Education

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply netball skills and strategies in
drills, games and theoretical situations. They develop and consolidate
their leadership and teamwork skills through participation in physical
activities.   

Performance

Rugby League (Boys and Girls) ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply rugby league skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations. They develop and
consolidate their leadership and teamwork skills through participation in
physical activities.   
  
Students will be expected to uphold at least satisfactory levels of effort
and behavior in order to play and stay within the subject as well as an
attendance rate of at least 85% or above. Students may also be expected
to attend out-side of class hours sessions, such as lunchtime or before
school gym sessions. 

Performance

costs associated with this subject: $190 per year 

Elective

Elective

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply soccer skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations. They
develop and consolidate their leadership and teamwork
skills through participation in physical activities.   

Performance

SoccerElective



YEAR 9

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Food and Nutrition  
In this unit, students investigate the role of food nutrients in the body.
They develop skills in food preparation and techniques of cooking, and
acquiring skills to manipulate and use these technologies.   

Examination

Two 
Food and Nutrition 2 
In this unit, students investigate further the role of food nutrients in the
body.  They explore healthy alternatives.  Students engage in practical
cookery activities in order to develop their skills in basic food
preparation. 

Project - Folio

Three 

Functional Properties of Foods 
In this unit, students will explore the technical processes occurring during
food production (caramelisation, dextrinization, coagulation,
emulsification, etc.) which give foods their characteristic textures and
flavours. They will develop an ability to make decisions on how those
processes are best used to produce a product.  Students engage in
practical cookery activities to develop their food preparation skills. 

Exam

Four 
Food for Life 
In this unit, students examine how our habits are influenced by our
lifestyle, peers, culture and time management.  They develop the ability
to select products to meet specific needs.  Students engage in practical
cookery activities to develop their food preparation skills. 

Project - Folio

Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 
Food Specialisations

- Home Economics

costs associated with this subject: Basic ingredients are provided by the school.  Students are required to supply their own cooking
ingredients at times. 

Hair, Fashion & Styling ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject:
Students explore and create design solutions within hair, fashion and
make-up contexts. The students develop skills in sewing, make up
application and braiding. A showcase event is held in term 3 to celebrate
their skills and learnings.  
Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the core values of Respect and
Responsibility
Maintain all class studies and fulfill all homework and assessment
requirements

Each term: 
Project - Folio

costs associated with this subject: $100 per year 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 9
Head of Department: Kim Teale – kjtea0@eq.edu.au

 Design and Technologies

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1:
Students are inducted into workshop safety through online training and teacher
demonstration and then move into the workshop where they work with timber
and sheet metal to develop their hand skills creating and adapting design ideas,
processes and solutions 

Project

Two 
Unit 2:
Students explain the contribution of innovation, enterprise skills and emerging
technologies to global preferred futures. Students make a quick skills task to
demonstrate their ability to select and use technologies skilfully and safely to
produce designed solutions. 

Investigation
Project

Three 
Unit 3:
Students explain the features of technologies and their appropriateness for
purpose and create designed solutions based on an analysis of needs or
opportunities to produce a passive speaker 

Investigation
Project

Four Unit 4:
Students use their skills they have developed over the year to safely produce a
range of different products. (Products vary depending on student interest) 

Project

 Digital Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Unit 1: Donut
This unit focuses on introducing students to the software program
Blender for students to design there own digital donut.  

Project (Blender
Animation) 

Two Unit 2: Stages of Production
This unit focuses on exploring the stages of production in animation
through creating an animated object in the software program Blender. 

Project (Blender 3D
Animation) 

Three Unit 3: 3D Game Design
This unit focuses on exploring the elements of 3D Game design where
students will use the software program Unity to develop their own game. 

Project(Unity 3D
Game) 

Four Unit 4: World Animation
This unit focuses on students creating and developing characters for their
3D Game Design from term 3.  

Project (Unity
Character
Development) 

Elective

Elective

mailto:kjtea0@eq.edu.au


YEAR 9
Head of Department: Alison Hamilton - ahami30@eq.edu.au

- The Arts

Visual Art

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Alter egos 
This unit explores comic books and their influence on
culture. Students learn how to draw the proportions of the
human body and create characters in the western and
manga style of comic books. Students create a folio of
drawings and a comic book cover featuring a super hero
version of themselves.  

Making: folio of
drawings 
Responding: Artist
statement 
  

Two 

Unit 2: Surreal portraits  
This unit explores the imagination and the style of
surrealism. Students take inspiration from studying the
history of the surrealist style and design their own surrealist
painting. Students learn and apply a range of painting
techniques. 

Making: Painting  
Responding: Artist
statement 
  

Three 

Unit 3: Public art 
This unit focuses on how art can be used to enhance the
experience of the community. I can raise awareness for
current social issues or add vibrancy and fun to everyday
spaces. Students will work in groups to design and create a
mural or public art piece to enhance the school space.  

Making: Mural folio 
Responding: research
task 

Four 

Unit 4: Getting inked 
This unit explores printmaking techniques. Students take
inspiration from the simple iconography of tattoos to create
a lino design that represents themselves and their interests.
Using a variety of mixed media techniques students create
an artist book of prints.  

Making: Artist book 

Elective

mailto:ahami30@eq.edu.au


YEAR 9
Drama

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Juice:
Exploring the elements of drama through study and
performance of the play Juice 

Performance

Two Hello Spaceboy: 
Introduction to the genre of children’s theatre. Dramatic Concept

Three Australian Gothic: 
Explore the world of Australian Gothic theatre Directorial Concept

Four Physical Comedy: 
Explore and experiment with slapstick and physical comedy
ideas from around the world. 

Extended Written
Response

Dance

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One This unit teaches students the basics of ballet, it’s history and
what it looks like now.  Performance (Lyrical)

Two Students learn about Jazz dance and it’s key choreographers.
Who is Bob Fosse and why is he the ‘Godfather of Jazz’? Performance (Jazz)

Three This unit covers everything that is street dance and hip hop.
Students learn various styles and work on developing their
own style.  

Choreography (Street
Dance)

Four 
Students learn about how dance is developed all over the
world. This unit shows students Australian perspectives and
appreciates our First Nations performers, choreographers
and dance works.  

Analysis

Elective

Elective



YEAR 9
Music

- The Arts

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Musical design: 
Focus on learning performance skills on drum kit, guitar and
keyboard 

Practical performances
and analysis tasks 

Two Musical composition: 
Learning to create our own music and perform it 

Composition and
analysis tasks 

Three Identity through music:
Practical performances of music which reflects a cultural identity.

Performance task and
analysis tasks. 

Four Creating our own music:
Composing music which communicates our identity. Composing and analysis

tasks 

Elective

Film, Television and New Media

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Photography:
Basic skills in taking photos and digitally enhancing images through
photoshop and green screen. 

Photography folio 

Two Short film: 
Students will plan and create their own scene from a short film Production of short film 

Three Podcasts: 
Students study radio, talkback radio and podcasts. They will record
a podcast and mix audio including music and sound effects.  

Production of podcast 

Four Mystery crime thrillers: 
After studying the style, create a film script and then film and edit
their own crime drama television show 

Production of crime
thriller 

Elective



YEAR 10
Required subjects
In Year 10 students must complete a full year’s study of Mathematics, English, and Science. Additionally,
students will complete one semester of Health and Physical Education (HPE) and History. HPE and History
alternate between semesters, with half the students taking HPE in Semester 1 and Japanese in Semester 2,
while the other half follows the reverse sequence. This rotation ensures that all students cover both subjects
during their studies.

Required Electives
Students must complete a one year program (2 lessons per week) of Certificate II in Skills for work and
Vocational Pathways (VFK) including work experience. 

Elective

All elective subjects are dependent on sufficient numbers of students selecting them. If a
subject does not attract the minimum number of students required, that subject will not be
offered. In this case, students will be notified as soon as possible and will be asked to select
another subject.
 
Students who enrol late, or who submit late forms, may not be able to be enrolled in their
chosen subjects because of normal class size restrictions. 

(POE) INDICATES A PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE WHERE STUDENTS MUST MEET PERFORMANCE CRITERIA TO BE
ELIGIBLE FOR THE SUBJECT. PLEASE SEE INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS FOR INFORMATION.
 
($) INDICATES THAT THE SUBJECT COMES WITH AN ASSOCIATED COST. SCHOOL AND SUBJECT FEES MUST BE
PAID OR A CURRENT PAYMENT PLAN NEEDS TO BE IN PLACE TO ENSURE STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE PROGRAM. 

Students will complete two special interest elective subjects. They can select one subject from
each line (may not select the same subject twice):
 
Line 1

Aquatic and Marine Horticulture
Certificate 1 in Hospitality
Certificate 2 in Dance
Community Health
Design and Technologies

Digital Technologies
Drama
Girls Football Program
Hair and Beauty
Japanese

Line 2

Business Studies
Dance
Design and Technologies
Digital Technologies

Film, Television and New Media
Fitness
Geography
Hair and Beauty

Music
Soccer
Visual Arts

Legal Studies
Netball
 Rugby League (approved 

students only)
S.T.E.M

Students may select different electives than those studied in Year 9.



Subject Information by Faculty Area
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Maths 
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English 
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Science 
S.T.E.M 
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Soccer 
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Community Health
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Cert 1 in Hospitality
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Cert 1 in Active Volunteering
Cert 2 in Skills and Vocational Pathways
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YEAR 10 - MATHEMATICS
Maths

Head of Department: Mycha Woodward – mxwoo5@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
In this unit students will review Pythagoras’ Theorem and use
trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-angled triangles.
Students will describe statistical relationships between two variables
and evaluate statistical reports by using a variety of calculations 

Pythagoras and
Trigonometry Exam 
  
Statistics Assignment 

Two 
In this unit students will expand and factorise binomial and quadratic
expressions. They will solve simple quadratic expressions. Students will
be able to make connections between algebraic and graphical
representations and recognise the relationship between parallel and
perpendicular lines.  

Algebra Exam Part A 
  
Algebra Exam Part B 

General Preparation Program 

Three 
In this unit students will review simple interest and make connections
between simple and compound interest. Students will solve problems
involving area (including surface area) and volume relating to composite
solids.  

PSMT – Financial
Mathematics 
  
Measurement Progress Test 

Four 
In this unit students will find unknown values after substitution into
formulas. They will solve problems involving algebraic fractions using
the four operations. Students will solve quadratic equations and pairs
of simultaneous equations, through a variety of methods.  

Probability Portfolio
 
Data Assignment

Essential Preparation Program 

Three 
In this unit students will review simple interest and make connections
between simple and compound interest. Students will be able to
substitute values into equations to find unknown variable. They will
solve algebraic equations by rearranging the equation.  

PSMT – Financial
Mathematics 
  
Algebra Exam 

Four
In this unit students will review ratios and scale factor. They will use
triangle and angle properties to prove congruence and similarity.
Students will solve problems involving area (including surface area) and
volume relating to composite solids. 

Similarity and Congruency
Exam 
  
Measurement Exam 

General Prep Program – This preparation program commences in Semester 2, and is designed to
prepare students who are planning on selecting General Mathematics in Year 11 and 12. Selection

for this class is based on Year 10 Semester 1 results, attendance, effort and teacher
recommendations. 

Essential Prep Program – This preparation program commences in Semester 2, and is designed to
prepare students who are planning on selecting Essential Mathematics in Year 11 and 12. Selection

for this class is based on Year 10 Semester 1 results, attendance, effort and teacher
recommendations. 



YEAR 10 - MATHEMATICS
Math Methods Preparation

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
 In this unit students will make connections between
simple and compound interest. Students will solve
problems with the four operations involving algebraic
fractions. They will expands and factorise binomial and
monic quadratic expressions 

 Algebra and Financial
Exam 

Two 

In this unit students will expand and factorise binomial
and quadratic expressions. They will solve simple
quadratic expressions. Students will be able to make
connections between algebraic and graphical
representations and recognise the relationship between
parallel and perpendicular lines.  

 Probability and
Statistics Exam 
  
Trigonometry and
Geometry Exam 

Three 
In this unit students will review simple interest and
make connections between simple and compound
interest. Students will solve problems involving area
(including surface area) and volume relating to
composite solids.  

 Geometry –
Congruency and
Similarity Exam 
  
Linear Equations Exam 

Four 
In this unit students will find unknown values after
substitution into formulas. They will solve problems
involving algebraic fractions using the four operations.
Students will solve quadratic equations and pairs of
simultaneous equations, through a variety of methods.  

 Linear and Non-Linear
Equations Exam 
  
PSMT   

Methods Prep Program – A year long program, incorporating the Year 10 and 10A
curriculum is designed to prepare students for Mathematical Methods and

Specialist Mathematics in Year 11 and 12. Selection for this class is based on Year 9
result, attendance, effort and teacher recommendations. 



YEAR 10 - ENGLISH

English
Head of Department: Sam Jaswinsky – sljas0@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Novel Study 
Students read a novel and explore how the author
uses language to describe situations and characters.
Students use that understanding to create their own
story. 

Imaginative Writing 

Two 
Unit 2: Satire 
This unit focuses on issues in society and how
authors use visual devices to challenge these
controversial topics.  

Analytical Exam 

Three 

Unit 3: Shakespeare 
Students read and explore the world created by
Shakespeare. Specifically, students will deconstruct
the language used and the impact it has on the
audience.   

Analytical Essay 

Four 

Unit 4: Issues in Society  
This unit focuses on exploring persuasive language
and how to convince others of your point of view
through the lens of social issues shown in the
“Clueless”.  

Persuasive Speech 



YEAR 10 - SCIENCE

Science
Head of Department: Shannon Walsh – swals60@eq.edu.au

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Biology- Genetics and Evolution 
In this unit students will study how genetic information is passed on to
offspring from both parents by meiosis and fertilisation. Students will
using models and diagrams to represent the relationship between
genes, chromosomes, and DNA of an organism’s genome. 
The second part of the unit outlines the processes involved in natural
selection and relates genetic characteristics to survival and reproductive
rate. Students will analyse the evidence for the theory of evolution by
natural selection including the fossil record, chemical and anatomical
similarities, and geographical distribution of species 

Experimental
report  
Examination 

Two 

 Unit 2: Chemistry- Chemical Reactions and Rates of Reaction  
In this unit students will examine how elements are organised in the
periodic table. They will relate properties and reactivity to the position f
the element on the periodic table. Students will investigate
experimental and be able to represent as balanced symbolic equations
synthesis, decomposition and displacement reactions. 
Student will investigate experimentally the effects of a range of factors,
such as temperature, concentration, surface area and catalysts, on the
rate of chemical reactions 

Examination
Student
Experiment -
write up

Three 

Unit 3: Physics- Forces and linear motion 
Students will discover how Newton’s laws of motion describe the
relationship between force, mass and acceleration of objects.
mathematical representations including graphs and algebraic formulas
will be utilised to quantitatively relate force, speed, acceleration and
mass.   
Students will use Newton’s laws and the physics of force and motion to
evaluate claims with regard to car safety and preventing injury in car
crashes. 

Examination
Research
Investigation -
Car Safety

Four 

Unit 4: Earth and Space Science: Origin of the Universe and Global
cycles 
In this unit students will discover the major components of the universe
and gain an appreciation for the scale of the universe by constructing a
timeline to show major changes in the universe which are thought to
have occurred from the Big Bang until the formation of the major
components such as stars and galaxies.  
They will examine the role of radiation from the sun and how its
interactions with the atmosphere, ocean and land are the foundation
for the global climate system 

Written Report

mailto:swals60@eq.edu.au


YEAR 10 - SCIENCE
S.T.E.M 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)

Term Content Information 
Assessme

nt
Informati

on 

One 

 Unit 1: Introduction to Engineering 
 In this unit students will learn how to follow the problem-solving process in
engineering. Through a series of smaller challenges, they will develop the skills to
enable them to complete projects that involve designing, prototyping, testing
analysing and refining their ideas. They will also learn how to present their processes
and outcomes in the form of a mini portfolio  

Portfolio
and Journal

Two 

 Unit 2: Egg drop Challenge and Projectile Motion 
 In this unit students will test prototypes of a space capsule designed to safely
retrieve astronauts from the space station. 
They will investigate the forces involved and how the capsule can be designed to help
protect passengers form these forces. They will design, prototype, test and present
their data in the form of a portfolio. 

Portfolio
and Journal

Three 

 Unit 3: Designing Vehicles of the Future 
 Transport in the future will need to be safe and reliable, and importantly not
contribute to climate change by the use and burning of fossil fuels.  Therefore, a high
priority in futures vehicle design is the implementation of alternative power sources.
While vehicles need to be clean and efficient (aerodynamic), they also need to be
safe. In this unit students will be tasked with designing and building a prototype
vehicle considering these priorities. 

Portfolio
and Journal

Four 
 Unit 4: Robotics 
Robotics and artificial intelligence are currently in the spotlight as robots become
more advanced while AI becomes more and more prevalent in our everyday lives.  
In this unit students will build and program a complex robot that performs a specific
task. Students will also research autonomy in robots and the social, economic,
environmental, and ethical impacts that AI has had and will have in the future.  

Portfolio
and Journal

Conditions of Enrolment:
Represent ISHS with pride, upholding the school core values of Respect and Responsibility
Adhere to the ISHS Student Code of Conduct
Follow STEM specific Health and Safety procedures at all times
Wear the appropriate school uniform at all times
Maintain all class studies and fulfil all homework and assessment requirements

Elective



YEAR 10 - SCIENCE
Aquatic Marine and Horticulture 

Term Content Information 
Assessmen

t
Informatio

n 

One 

Unit1: Horticulture  
In this unit students will learn about plant propagation, investigate seed
dispersal and what are optimal conditions for germination of different
plants. They will test a range of soil types to investigate the best conditions
for growing different plants and how to optimise soil quality for improved
plant growth.   
Students will get hands on in the greenhouse and cultivate plants for use in
the aquaponics system and be part of a class challenge see who can grow
the tallest and largest sunflowers. 

Investigation

Two 

Unit 2: Marine Biology 
In this unit students will delve into marine biology by looking at the
anatomy of various aquatic and marine animals. They will learn the external
and internal features of fish., and how to identify and classify different fish
species. 
They will investigate adaptations that enable fish to occupy a range of
different environments. Students will also discover the anatomy and
features of several other Marine Animals (Prawns, Squid, Octopus, Sharks,
Turtles)

Project

Three 

 Term 3: Aquaculture and Aquariums 
In this unit students will develop skills in setting up and maintaining
aquariums. They will learn about different types of aquariums and filters.
Students will test water quality and explain the importance testing for pH,
ammonia, nitrates and other important variables when keeping fish. They
will learn about the effect of poor water quality in aquariums, and in the
marine environment. They will investigate the role of aquaculture and the
significance of this industry in Australia. 

Investigation

Four 

 Term 4: Aquatic and Marine Ecosystems 
In this unit students will develop an understanding of the delicate balance in
marine ecosystems. They will compare a arrange of ecosystems including
coral reefs, estuaries and rocky shores, and learn about how we can protect
these vital ecosystems. 
 They will look at the impact of biotic and abiotic factors on the health of an
ecosystem and how human activity can affect the marine environment. 

Project

Elective



YEAR 10

History

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Three 

World War II 
The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of
the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the
present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global
context. The 20th century became a critical period in
Australia’s social, political, economic, cultural,
environmental and political development. The
transformation of the modern world during a time of
political turmoil, global conflict and international
cooperation provides a necessary context for
understanding Australia’s development, its place within
the Asia-Pacific region and its global standing, and the
demands for rights and recognition by First Nations
Australians. 

Examination -
WWII

Two/
Four 

Building Modern Australia 
An overview of the study of the modern world and
Australia requires students to develop an understanding
of the context and chronology of the period, and the
broad patterns of historical continuity and change from
1918, such as significant events and ideas during the
inter-war years between the First World War and the
Second World War, including the Great Depression, and
developments post the Second World War, including
Cold War international relations. It also involves
understanding related historical themes of the post-
Second World War world and how they relate to
Australia, such as the major rights and freedom
movements globally, and the achievement of
independence by former colonies, both of which
contributed to Australia's migrant experience. 

Investigation -
Popular Culture

- Humanities and Languages

(single semester)

Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan – tflan76@eq.edu.au

mailto:tflan76@eq.edu.au


YEAR 10 - Humanities and Languages

Japanese
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 
World Travel 
In Year 10, Japanese language learning builds on each
student’s prior learning and experiences. Students use
Japanese to initiate and sustain interactions while
sharing their own and others’ experiences of the world.   

Examination –
Listening &
Reading 

Two 
Scavenger Hunt 
They listen, speak, read and view, and write to
communicate with speakers of Japanese in local and
global settings through authentic community and
online events. 

Investigation –
Writing 
Examination -
Speaking 

Three 

Legends 
They continue to receive guidance, modelling, feedback
and support from peers and teachers. 
Students use authentic and purpose-developed
resources, increasingly of their own choice, to access
and/or create a range of spoken, written and
multimodal texts which may include textbooks, audio
and video clips, magazines, online and print articles,
and social media. 

Examination –
Listening &
Reading 

Four 
Folk Tales 
They acknowledge that there are diverse influences on
ways of communication and cultural identity, and that
these influences can shape their own behaviours,
values and beliefs. 

Examination –
Writing &
Speaking 

Elective



YEAR 10 - Humanities and Languages

Legal Studies
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One Legal Foundations 
In Year 10, students compare Australia’s federal system of government
with another system of government in a country in Asia.  

Examination – short
response 

Two 
Technology & The Law 
Students examine Australia’s roles and responsibilities within the
international context, such as its involvement with the United Nations
and responses to global issues. Students also study the purpose and
work of the High Court.  

Investigation - Report

Three Civil Law 
They examine how rights are protected in Australia, and investigate the
values and practices that enable a democratic society to be sustained.  

Examination – Short
Response

Four Crime & Society 
Students reflect on their rights, privileges and responsibilities as active
and informed citizens. 

Investigation –
Research essay

Geography

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Environmental change and management – focuses on the
environmental functions that support all life, the major challenges to
their sustainability, and the environmental world views that influence
how people perceive and respond to these challenges.  

Examination – short
response 

Two Students have the opportunity to examine the causes and
consequences of a change within the context of a specific environment
and the strategies to manage the change. 

Investigation - Report

Three Geographies of human wellbeing – focuses on global, national and local
differences in human wellbeing between places, the different measures
of human wellbeing, and the causes of global differences in
measurements between countries.  

Examination – Short
Response

Four Students consider the spatial differences in wellbeing within and
between countries, and programs designed to reduce the gap between
differences in wellbeing. 

Investigation –
Research essay

Elective

Elective



YEAR 10 Business
Head of Department: Tony Flanagan-Swan tflan76@eq.edu.a 

Business Studies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Living the Dream
Students will investigate economic performance and living
standards around the globe. We take a look at which countries are
performing better and the strategies used to improve a country. 

 Investigative Report 

Two Managing a Nation
Students will explore how governments intervene to support
individuals and families, to improve their living standards.  

Combination response
exam 

Three 
Brewing success: Thriving in changing times
Students will investigate ways businesses can improve their
efficiency and productivity, by observing & local small business. The
task is to from a hypothesis and investigate how cafés/restaurants
can improve productivity and respond to economic conditions. 

 Investigative Report 

Four 

Accounting
Students will develop useful spreadsheeting skills and apply
practical processes that businesses use to record and manage their
money. In the last two weeks you complete a small introduction to
legal studies unit. These 2 units will provide you with greater
insight about these 2 senior subjects, prior to year 11.    

Combination response
exam 

Elective

mailto:kgaff4@eq.edu.au


YEAR 10
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Health and Physical Education (HPE)

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One/
Four 

Theory: Nourishing Nutrition 
In this unit, students investigate healthy eating behaviours. They
synthesise health information to enhance their own and others’
health, safety and wellbeing. 
   
Practical: Orienteering & Social Dance   
In this unit, students propose and evaluate physical activity
interventions to improve the health, fitness and wellbeing of
themselves and others. They refine and consolidate their
collaboration skills through participation in physical activities. 

Project - Written

Performance

Two/
Three 

Theory: Striking & Biomechanics   
In this unit, students investigate biomechanical concepts to assess
the quality of their own and others’ striking performances. They
propose strategies to improve movement outcomes. 
   
Practical: Striking Games   
In this unit students apply movement concepts to evaluate and
refine their own and others’ movement performances. They adapt
and improvise their movements to respond to different movement
situations. 

Project - Multimodal

Performance

- Health and Physical Education

(single semester)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply soccer skills and
strategies in drills, games and theoretical situations. They
develop and consolidate their leadership and teamwork
skills through participation in physical activities.   

Performance

SoccerElective



YEAR 10
Netball

- Health and Physical Education

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students gain entry level knowledge and skills associated with the
fitness industry.  Students will plan, facilitate and participate in strength and
conditioning programs in a range of contexts.  

Performance

Rugby League (Boys and Girls) ($) (PoE)

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply rugby league skills and strategies in
drills, games and theoretical situations. They develop and consolidate their
leadership and teamwork skills through participation in physical activities.   
  
Students will be expected to uphold at least satisfactory levels of effort and
behavior in order to play and stay within the subject as well as an attendance rate
of at least 85% or above. Students may also be expected to attend out-side of class
hours sessions, such as lunchtime or before school gym sessions. 

Performance

costs associated with this subject: $190 per year 

Elective

Elective

Fitness

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students explore and apply netball skills and strategies in drills, games and
theoretical situations. They develop and consolidate their leadership and teamwork skills
through participation in physical activities.   

Performance

Community Health

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students gain entry level knowledge and skills associated with the
health sector.  They will acquire knowledge and skills associated with
communication, time management, workplace health & safety, infection control,
first aid, supporting diverse clients and working with others. Students will conduct
basic health checks and health administration tasks. 

Projects 
Performance
(observations)  

Elective

Elective



YEAR 10
Head of Department: Gretchen Bohils - gbohi1@eq.edu.au 

Certificate 1 in Hospitality

- Home Economics

Content Information Assessment
Information 

In this subject, students complete a certificate course
with a focus on food safety and working with others.   
Tasks are a combination of theory (booklets) and
practical. 

Booklets (knowledge) 
Observation (practical) 

Hair and Beauty
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One/
Two 

Introduction to Hair industry 
In this unit, students explore and create design
solutions within hair contexts.  
Semester 1 focuses on introducing students to the
Hair industry where they will learn practical basin
skills, blow drying, braiding, hygiene and explore
different customer service scenarios to prepare
students for their work experience at the end of term
2.  

Project- folio   
Practical
(observations) 

Three
/Four 

Introduction to Beauty Industry 
In this subject, students explore and create design
solutions within beauty contexts. 
Semester 2 focuses on introducing students to the
beauty industry where they will learn the hygiene and
practical skills required to participate in their practical
nail services of manicures and pedicures. Students
will participate in the junior showcase event held in
semester 2 to celebrate their skills and learning.  

Project- folio   
Practical
(observations)   

costs associated with this subject: $400 per year 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 10
Head of Department: Kim Teale – kjtea0@eq.edu.au

 Design and Technologies

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Students independently and collaboratively
develop and apply production and project
management plans adjusting processes,
when necessary, when producing a shelving
unit out of sheet metal and folding stool. 

Project

Two 
Students explain the features of
technologies and their appropriateness for
purpose and create designed solutions
based on an analysis of needs or
opportunities while using Adobe illustrator
and laser to produce a clock. 

Project (Clock
design)

Three 
Students create adapt and refine design
solutions and justify their decisions against
developed design criteria that include
sustainability while producing a wooden
mallet 

Project
(mallet)

Four 
Students explain how people consider
factors that impact on design decisions and
the technologies used to design products,
services and environments for sustainable
living. 

Product
Investifation

Elective

mailto:kjtea0@eq.edu.au


YEAR 10

Digital Technologies

- Design and Technologies

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Term 1: Digital Systems and Data Security 
In a world where every click, swipe, and share leaves a digital
footprint, it's time to become the ultimate guardians of your online
realm! Welcome to the riveting adventure of "Digital Systems and
Data Security!” In this unit you will learn about data encryption,
privacy settings and how big companies collect and use your data.
In your assessment you will create a tutorial targeted towards your
fellow grade 10 students to help them protect their information. 

Project

Two 

Term 2: Web Design 
Are you ready to embark on an exciting journey into the dynamic
realm of Website Design? In this captivating unit, you'll step into the
shoes of a digital architect, crafting stunning online spaces that
captivate and inspire. In this unit, you will break down your
favourite websites while learning about HTML and CSS. You will be
tasked with taking on a client and creating a website to meet their
unique needs. 
 

Project

Three 

Term 3: Game Design in Unity 
Are you ready to transform your passion for gaming into a journey
of creation and innovation? In this thrilling unit, you will embark on
an unforgettable adventure into the realm of game design using
the powerful Unity engine. Throughout this unit, students will learn
about the production process in video games, break down video
games into functional and non-functional elements, design
algorithms and implement them into a final product. 

Project

Four 

Term 4: SQL Querying 
Dive into the exciting world of data manipulation and uncover the
secrets behind the scenes of your favourite apps and websites! In
this hands-on unit, you will embark on a captivating journey into
SQL querying, the language that drives databases and shapes the
digital landscape. In this unit, you will learn all about how
databases work, understand and implement logic statements and
solve puzzles to demonstrate your understanding. 

Project

Elective



YEAR 10
Head of Department: Alison Hamilton - ahami30@eq.edu.au

- The Arts

Visual Art

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Unit 1: Celebrity heads 
In this unit of work, students explore the historical, social,
psychological and contemporary contexts of portraiture.
They will experiment with a variety of 2D media to create
a portfolio of drawings of people who inspire them. This
folio will be informed and inspired by artists who
contributed to The Archibald Prize.  
 

Written responding
task 
Making portfolio 

Two 

Unit 2: Borrowed Scapes 
In this unit of work, students explore the concept of
“borrowed scapes” and how appropriation can change
the context and meanings of artworks. Students will
experiment digital software to create new artworks
inspired by Australian Landscape artists which they will
paint on canvas. 

Painting folio 
Written responding
task 

Three 

Unit 3: I want to be Popular 
In this unit of work, students explore the concept of
‘popular’ culture and pop art as a style. Students will
design, tie- dye and screen print their own shirt based on
popular culture. Exploration of textile artists and different
ways of creating artworks. They will draw influence from
the styles and techniques of prominent pop artists. 

Textile folio 
Written responding
task 

Four 

Unit: Emotional Responses 
In this unit of work, students create a body of work as a
reaction to a current global event. Students choose their
medium to communicate their ideas and create a full
body of work which includes planning, and artist
statement, full display of the work, and a reflection.  

Making: Body of work 
Responding: Analysis
of key artists 

Elective

mailto:ahami30@eq.edu.au


YEAR 10 - The Arts
Drama

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 
Unit 1: X-Stacey  
This unit focuses on Realism Theatre. Students will read and explore the play
“X-Stacey” before getting into groups to turn a scene of their choice into a
short performance. 

Realism
Performance 

Two 
Unit 2: Epic Theatre  
This unit focuses on Epic Theatre and how it pushes the boundaries of
normal theatre to make comment on societal issues. Students will take this
understanding to write and perform their own Epic Theatre performance of
an issue relevant to them.  

Epic Theatre Script
writing 

Three 

Unit 3: Physical Theatre 
This unit focuses on Physical Theatre and how it uses movements of the
body as the primary source of storytelling. Students will watch and
deconstruct a variety of Physical Theatre performances before getting into
groups to turn the classic “Romeo and Juliet” into a movement-based
performance.  

Physical Theatre
Performance 

Four 
Unit 4: Directing  
This unit focuses on students taking the role of a director in theatre.
Students will explore a play text from a new perspective before making
choices on how they would put it together for the main stage.  

Directorial
Concept 

Film, Television and New Media

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One TV Comedies – Sketch, sitcoms and parody. 
Create your own production in this style Production

Two Music videos 
Explore how music videos enhance the meaning of songs and texts.
Evaluate music videos and film and edit their own production 

Production of music video 

Three Making documentaries - 
Film and edit a student documentary production from a class devised
concept. 

Production of documentary 

Four Reality television - 
Create, film and edit a promotional video to promote a new reality show 

Production of promotional
video 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 10 - The Arts

Music
Term Content Information Assessment Information 

One 

Students explore contemporary music
from 1950’s to present day. Students
interpret, rehearse and perform solo
and/or ensemble repertoire in a range
of forms and styles. Students continue
developing their knowledge of music
theory and elements. 

Students are required to interpret, rehearse
and perform a cover song of choice in a
contemporary style. Performances may be in a
group or as a solo artist. Students will arrange
sheet music of a chosen artist to suit the
contemporary style while making changes to a
variety of elements of music. Students will also
analyse their performance and evaluate their
use of the elements of music and
characteristics of the contemporary music
style.

Two 
Students use their knowledge of the
elements of music and contemporary
characteristics of music to compose an
electronic piece of music using
GarageBand.  

Students use their knowledge of the elements
of music, style and notation to compose,
document and share their music on a digital
platform. Students analyse and evaluate the
use of the elements in different scores and
performances aurally. 

Three 

Students explore different genres of
Australia music including First Nation,
Pop, Rock and others of choice.
Students choose an Australian artist to
cover for a performance while
evaluating the ideas, perspectives and
meaning behind their music.  

Students perform a cover version of choice by
an Australian Artist and analyse ways
performers/composers use elements of music
to engage audiences. Students will evaluate
how music from Australia communicate ideas,
perspectives and meaning. Students will
evaluate how music is used to celebrate and
challenge Australian perspectives. Students will
demonstrate appropriate musical techniques
and performance skills when performing for
audiences.  

Four 

Using their knowledge of Australian
music, students will look at different
Australian composers and analyse
music scores. Students will listen to a
variety of Australian music and analyse
aurally. Students will use inspiration of
Australian composers and the
Australian landscape to compose their
own score using MuseScore.  

Students will demonstrate listening and aural
skills. Students will manipulate the elements of
music and use compositional devises to
communicate ideas, perspectives and meaning
about ‘Australia’. Students will document and
notate their music.  

Elective



YEAR 10 - The Arts

Cert 2 in Dance

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One Students are learning a variety of dance types including Jazz, Hip Hop,
Musical Theatre, Lyrical and Contemporary genres. Students will perform
at Dance Launch night and practice their skills in performance.  

 Students complete
twelve competencies
across the year which
are assessed in
performance, class
observations,
physical conditioning
classes and theory
booklets.  

Two Students compete throughout the term in various competitions. Students
learn technique and practice their skills in the schools’ annual variety
concert.   

Three Continuing to learn dance technique, students perform in more
competitions and learn skills in ballet and jazz technique. Students also
enhance their physically fitness for dance.  

Four Students create and perform in the annual Dance Showcase. Dancers
practice their skills in choreography and working effectively as a team.  

Dance
Term Content Information Assessment

Information 

One 
Fusion Dance
This unit covers a broad range of dance genres and styles and how these
can be put together to create new possibilities. Fusion Performance Task 

Two 
Behind the Curtain
Students learn about Dance Film and Dance on Film. They create their
own film project by choreographing, costuming, filming, producing and
editing dance. Students explain their choices in a statement.  

Dance Film Task and
Choreographic Statement 

Three 
Identity
This unit builds students’ ability to develop an identity in dance. Students
look at how dance communicates meaning to an audience and think
critically and creatively about how they can do this themselves.  

Choreography Task and
Evaluative Statement 

Four 
Dance Down Under
This unit shows students Australian perspectives and appreciates our
First Nations performers, choreographers and dance works. Students
learn about contemporary dance and what that looks like in Australia.   

Analysis Task 

Elective

Elective



YEAR 10 - VET
Certificate II in Skills and Vocational Pathways

Term Content Information Assessment
Information 

One 

Book 1 – yellow Work-related learning and
Career Planning 
Students will answer a range of questions and
complete a variety of tasks related to your career
pathway including a resume, on-line job
application and mock interview. 

Booklets (knowledge) 
Observation (practical) 
 

Two 
Book 2 - blue Workplace Health & Safety 
Students will answer a range of questions and
complete a variety of tasks related to workplace
health and safety. 

Booklets (knowledge) 
Observation (practical) 
 

Three 
Book 3 - green Marketing and Design 
Students will answer a range of questions and
complete a variety of tasks requiring the use of
computers to prepare common business
documents. 

Booklets (knowledge) 
Observation (practical) 
 

Four 

Book 4 
Delivery, Dispatch, Marketing & Acquistions 
Students will answer a range of questions and
complete a variety of tasks related to reading a
variety of maps and plans and common
workplace related mathematical tasks. 

Work Experience Logbook 

Work
experience 

Students must complete work experience
placement to finish this certificate. School
time is allocated for this.  

Work Experience Logbook 


